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Abstract: 

CREOL, the Center for Research and Education in Optics and Lasers was created to assist the 
development of the optics and laser industry in central Florida. Of the many ways to achieve this goal, by 
far the most significant is the creation of programs to educate a workforce to supply talent to the industry. 
This the College of Optics and Photonics was born. We will describe how our programs at the PhD, Masters 
and Bachelor’s degree levels have developed over the years to meet the needs of the optics and photonics 
industry. 
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