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ABSTRACT

This paper describes an approach to segmentation of textured grayscale images using a technique based on image
filtering and the fractal dimension (FD). Twelve FD features are computed based on twelve filtered versions of the original
image using directional Gabor filters. Features are computed in a window and mapped to the central pixel of this window. An
iterative K-means-based algorithm which includes feature smoothing and takes into consideration the boundaries between
textures is used to segment an image into a desired number of clusters. This approach is partially supervised since the number
of clusters has to be predefined. The fractal features are compared to Gabor energy features and the iterative K-means
algorithm is compared to the original K-means clustering approach. The performance of segmentation for noisy images is
also studied.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Texture is a main characteristic of the surface of an object. In the case of an image, it defines the special relationship
between the grayscale values of the pixels in a region of the image. Texture segmentation is an important task with many
applications in pattern recognition and computer vision. It can be defined as identification of different regions with uniform
textures, or as identification of the boundaries between them. For the purpose of segmentation, textures must be described by
parameters, usually denoted as features. If the variation of the feature values that describe a uniform textural region is small,
then the results obtained by the segmentation process are more accurate. Another desired feature property is insensitivity to
different image transformations, such as changes in the intensity, zooming, scaling of the grayscale values, subjection to
noise and rotation. Usually, a feature set needs to contain more than one feature to successfully characterize a textural region.
Many features have been used for texture segmentation and classification. Some of them are Gabor energy features ' 2, 3

Fourier transform energy4, second order statistical features5, wavelet features 6,7 and fractal dimension (FD) 8 which is also
studied here. The last stage of segmentation involves a method of identification of the different texture regions, based on the
corresponding features. This method can be clustering or classification of the feature sets that characterize different regions
of the image. A very commonly used clustering algorithm is K-means.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Gabor filters and energy

Multi-channel Gabor decomposition is an approach to texture characterization and segmentation. The frequency
spectrum of a signal, texture in this case, is decomposed into its spectral components using two dimensional Gabor filters
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with specified bandwidths and center frequencies. The filters can have constant or octave bandwidth. Two-dimensional
directional symmetric Gabor filters can be defined in the spatial and the frequency domain respectively as:

h(x, y)=g(x', y') [cos(2rc fo x') + j sin(2ir o x')] (1)

H(u, v)=4 it cr exp { - [( U ' - fo ) 2 2o2÷ v' 2,2o2 (2)

where

g(x, y)=exp{ -[ x2/2 cY2 + y/2 j (3)

x' (cos o sin x

=1 (4)
y' -sinctocoscIo y

U' 1cos 4o sin c;) v
=1 1 (5)

v' -sin4o cos4o u

Here, g(x, y) is the Gaussian envelope, 4o denotes the orientation of the filter with respect to u axis, fo denotes the center
frequency of the filter and c = 1/2rc , , = l/2it. It can be noticed that H(u, v) is also a Gaussian envelope centered at
frequencies (fo, 0). The parameters a,, a are the standard deviations of the Gaussian envelope in the spatial domain and in
the direction of x' and y' respectively and they define the size of the envelope. The standard deviations of the Gaussian
envelope in the frequency domain and in the direction of u' and v' respectively are ,.

Real-valued Gabor filters, are a special case of the complex-valued Gabor filters and they can be defined in the
spatial and the frequency domain respectively as:

h(x, y)=g(x', y') cos(2it uo x') (6)

H(u, v)=2ic a [exp{ -[(u'-uo)2/2a2+ v' 2/2a2 ) J }÷exp{-{(u'+uo)2/2o2+v' 2/22 ) ] }] (7)

Filtering the original image using filter banks is the first step of feature extraction for texture characterization. The
second step is to compute a measure in small overlapping windows of the filtered images. Texture energy is a measure that is
widely used to characterize texture. It is the absolute deviation from the mean of the grayscale values in small windows of the
image. The energy that corresponds to a window centered at x, y in the spatial domain is defined as:

E(x, y)=11M2 IF( Zf(I, j) )I (8)
(i,j)

where M x M is the size of the window W centered at x, y and Z(x, y) is the value of the filtered image withcoordinates x,
y. F(.) is a non-linear, sigmoidal function of the form

F(t) = tanh(at) = {1-exp(-2 at)] / [1+exp(-2at)] (9)
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where cx is a constant. The feature extraction scheme that involves multi-channel filtering and computation of the texture
energy can be characterized as a blob detector.

2.2 Fractal Dimension

There are many definitions of the FD of an object, including box dimension, intersection dimension and Bouligand-
Minkowski dimension. FD has been characterized as a measure of irregularity of an object. Any curve is an object with one
topological dimension that occupies some part of a surface. FD defines how much area of this surface is occupied by the
curve. For instance, a highly irregular curve will have larger FD than a straight line. The FD of a curve can be between 1,
which is equal to its topological dimension, and 2 which is equal to the topological dimension of the surface that it can
occupy. The concept of FD can be extended to surfaces. The FD of a surface can be between 2, which is its topological
dimension, and 3, which is the topological dimension of the "box" that the surface can occupy. Two methods that give good
estimation of the FD are the differential box counting (DBC) and the variation methods.

2.2.1 Differential box counting

The concept of self-similarity can be used to estimate the FD. A bounded set A in the Euclidian n-space is self-
similar if A is the union of Nr distinct (non-overlapping) copies of itself, scaled up or down by a factor of r. Using this
definition FD can be defined by:

1 = N r' or FD = log (Nr) I log(1/r) (10)

For this method the image of size M x M pixels is scaled down to s x s, where 1< s � M/2, where s is an integer.
Then, r = sfM. The image is considered as a 3D space, where two dimensions define the coordinates (x, y) of the pixels and
the third (z) defines the grayscale values of the pixels. The (x, y) is partitioned into grids of size s x s. On each gridthere is a
column of boxes of size s x s x s. If the minimum and the maximum grayscale levels in the (i, )th grid fall into the kth and 1th
box respectively, then the contribution of Nr in the (i, )th grid is defined as rir(i, j) 1 k + 1 . For this method N is defined as
the summation of the contributions from all grids that are located in a window of the image:

Nr L nr(i, j) (11)

If N, is computed for different values of r, then FD can be estimated as the slope of the line that best fits the points
(log(1/r), log Nr).

2.2.2 Variation method

Variation is a method that is used to compute the FD of an object. It has been shown9 that the variation method gives
accurate and robust estimation of the FD of a surface. An image Z(x, y) of size R x R can be considered as a surface of size R
x R, where its value at position (xe, Yo) 15 Z(x0, ye). The variation method can be applied on an image so that its FDcan be
computed.

The definition of the FD for surfaces using the variation method, is that if a surface Z is a fractal, there exists at least
one part of the interval [0, 1] where Z is nowhere or almost nowhere differentiable. If P(x, y, x', y') is the slope of the line
passing through points (x, y, Z(x, y)) and (x', y', Z(x', y')), then this IP(x, y, x', yI goes to infinity as the point (x',y') tends
toward (x, y). FD is defined as the rate in which IP(x, y, x', y')I goes to infinity. The variation of Z can be defined as:

V(x, y) = max Z(s, t) - mm Z(s, t) (12)
dist((x, y),(s, t)) dist((x, y),(s, t)) �

where dist((x, y),(s, t))=max(Ix-sI, ly-ti) and > 0. The integral of VE(x, y) tends to zero as E tends to 0. The rate of growthof
this integral is directly related to the FD of Z. The FD of the surface Z is given by:
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I log JcfVE(x, y)dxdy)
FDz Lv (Z) = urn ( 3 -

( (13)
E—30L logE )

I log $oJo[ VE(x, y)/E31 dxdy )

=limI (14)
E-3OL log(1/)

The slope of the log-log plot of the line that is defined by log $o [ V(x, y)/c3 I dxdy and log(1/E) gives the FD of the
surface. The computation of the FD of a discretized surface involves substitution of the integrals with summations.

The FD of an image can be computed locally in all different regions of size R x R of the image, so that a FDspace
can be created. This FD space will be mapped one-to-one to the pixels of the image. The algorithm for computing the PD
space of an image is implemented as follows: The difference V between the maximum and the minimum grayscale values
is computed in a small window of size T x T, where T = 2c+1. This window is centered at the pixel with coordinates (x, y).
This computation is repeated for all pixels (x, y) of the image, for = 1 , 2, 3 V(x, y) is the thvariation located at
(x, y). If we define E as the average of V(x, y) over a window W of size R x R, then the PD located at the window W is
the slope of the line that better fits the points (log(R/e), log{(R/c)3E)) where = 1, 2, 3 . The line that better fits
these points can be found using the least mean square approach. This PD is mapped to the central pixel of the window W.
The next step is to shift the window W and map its PD to the central pixel of the new window. The previous steps are
repeated for all pixels of the image and the PD space is created.

2.3 Previous segmentation methods

Join and Parrokhnia' have proposed a method that uses a bank of Gabor filters. The filters are real-valued, even and
symmetric, with octave bandwidth. The bank consists of twenty filters for four directions (00, 45° 900 135°) and five center
frequencies 'J2x4, I2x8, '12x16, I2x32, I2x64 pixels x (image width)'. The standard variation was selected to be c =0.5 x

(image width I uo) where uo is the center frequency of the Gabor filter. The minimum number of filters where outputs can be
used to reconstruct the original image at least by a percentage R, are chosen out of this twenty. The feature set consists of the
energy of the filtered versions of the image. The coordinates of the pixels are also used as features so that pixels that are close
can be grouped together. A K-means-based method that estimates the number of different textures is used for the final
segmentation.

Dum and Higgins2 propose a method that uses complex symmetric filters. A filter quality measure is computed for
the selection of optimal Gabor filters with respect to the different filter parameters. The energy measure that is computed to
characterize the textures is defined as Oh(I(x,y)) = 1I(x,y)*h(x,y)I. In their work it is assumed that the image contains two
different textures and that the filter outputs can be modeled as Rician random variables. A threshold-decision rule is used to
segment the two textures.

Teuner, Pichler and Hosticka3 have proposed a method that uses complex and symmetric Gabor filters with octave
bandwidth. Pilter selection is based on a pyramid scheme that is used to identify characteristics of the textures for different
resolutions. The features are the power of the filtered versions of the original image which can be defined as Oh(x,y) =
[J(x,y)*h1(x,y)]2 + [I(x,y)*h11gj(x,y)]2. The segmentation is done using a simple threshold function and a minimum
distance method.

Chaudhur and Sarkor8 propose texture segmentation using PD and the multi-fractal concept. Six PD features are
computed based on the original image, the below and above average gray-level image, the horizontally and vertically
smoothed image and the multifractal-dimension of order two. DBC is used for computation of the PD features. Peature
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smoothing and unsupervised K-means like algorithm are used for the segmentation. Supervised techniques are also
considered.

3. A COMBINED SEGMENTATION METHOD

The problem with FD was that as a single feature is not sufficient for texture analysis and characterization. The idea
of using more than one FD features, has already been introduced 8,10 In this paper, a feature set consisting of the FD of
twelve filtered versions of the original image is used. Directional, symmetric, real-valued, two-dimensional Gabor filters are
used for the filtering. The idea here is to use the PD instead of the energy of the filtered images, because FD is insensitive to
differences of the local intensity of the image and to local scaling of the grayscale levels. Ideally, PD is also insensitive to
image zooming but in practice this is valid to a certain extent. The method we use for computing the FD is the variation
method. The segmentation method that is described here consists of two steps: feature extraction and clustering of the feature
vectors.

3.1 Feature extraction

The first step in feature extraction is filtering of the original image 4 using Gabor filters with different center
frequencies and orientations. The filter images are Z(q, f, , where q defines the orientation of the filter, f defines the
center frequency and , are the standard deviations of the Gaussian envelope in the spatial domain. In our experiments we
used q = O, 45°, 900, 135° and f = 0, 0.05 and 0.1 so that a set of twelve filters is used to filter the original image. The second
step is to compute the PD space for all filtered versions of the image. The PD values that are computed over a window W
centered at the pixel with coordinates (x, y) for all the twelve filtered versions of the image, are mapped to pixel with
coordinates (x, y) of the original image. These twelve PD values comprise the feature set.

Four orientations are sufficient for the filters to detect the directional characteristics of the textures. The standard
deviations are cY = 6 in the direction of the filter and r = 0.01 in the direction which is perpendicular to the direction of the
filter. These filters decompose the image into its frequency components only for the direction of the filters and at the same
time do not affect the frequency characteristics of the other direction. The PD feature set that is computed for the filtered
images gives better segmentation results if this type of filters is used. If is also large, each filtered image will not contain
enough information for computation of the FD. The same reason leads to selection of lower center frequencies for the Gabor
filters, since images contain most information at lower frequencies. Filters with higher center frequencies were also tried but
the segmentation results did not change significantly.

For the computation of the PD the slope of the line that passes through two points (log(1/c), log{(RJE)3E}), =(1,
2) is considered. The reason for selecting only two points is that the main interest is not the exact value of the PD, but the
robustness of the feature and its power to discriminate between different textures. Larger values of involve larger windows
for computing the variations. The larger the window, the higher the probability of including regions of more than one texture.
It is preferable to avoid this situation so that there is better estimation of the FD close to the boundaries. Also, larger windows
deduce the insensitivity of PD to image intensity as it will be described later.

The PD is computed for windows of size R x R where R =16. Large window size gives more robust feature set, but
at the same time it blurs the boundaries between textures. It was found experimentally that R = 16 includes enough
information for the computation of PD and at the same time it does not create much blurring at the boundaries.

There are certain advantages of using FD over other features. One advantage is that PD is independent of the
intensity of the image. This means that if a constant value is added to the grayscale values of the image, the PD remains the
same. The proof is trivial. Each variation V around the pixel with coordinates (x, y), is equal to the difference between the
maximum (max) and the minimum (mm) grayscale values in a window of size T x T, where T = 2c + 1. Ifany constant value
C is added to all grayscale values in the region around (x, y) then the new maximum and minimum values are max(flew) max
+ C, mln(new) mm + C. The new variation around (x, y) is max(new) min(new) (max + C) - (mm + C) = max - mm
= VEIR. Since all variations remain the same, the FD will be unchanged. Practically, C can vary slowly, since it can be
assumed that it is approximately constant in a window of size T x T. Adding different constant values to different regions of
the image will not affect the segmentation results. A small problem mmght occur around boundaries of regions where two
different constant values have been added.
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The FD is also insensitive to multiplicative noise. Multiplicative noise is defined as local compression or stretching
of the grayscale levels, which can be considered as the result of multiplication by different factors of the grayscale levels in
different regions of the image. The proof is that if the grayscale values in a region around pixel with coordinates (x, y), are
multiplied by a constant factor C, then the new maximum and minimum values are max(new) C max , min(flew) C mm. If the
variation around (x, y) before the multiplication was V, the new variation is v(v) max(flew) lThn(new) C max - C mm

= C [max - mini = C V. If the average variation around (x, y) was E, then the new average variation will be C
E. PD is equal to the slope of the line that better fits the points (log(R/E), log{(R/E)3C E}) or (log(RJE), log{(R/E)3 E}+
log C). It can be noticed that if log(R/E) defines the coordinate of the points on X - axis and log{(RIE)3 E}+ log C defines
the coordinates of the points on the Y - axis, then the line that best fits these points has exactly the same slope as the line that
best fits the points (log(R/E), log{(R/E)3 Ee}), since it is the same line, but shifted with respect to Y -axis by a constant
value equal to log C. In the case of two points, = c, c2 where = 1, £2 = 2, and the slope is equal to {[log{(RIE1)3

E1}+1og C]- [log{(RJE2)3E2,}+log C] }/{log(R/E1) -log(RJE2)} = {log{(R/E1)3E1} - 1og{(RJE2)3E2) }/{log(RJE1) -

Iog(R/e2)} which is equal to the slope of the line before multiplication by the factor C. So, the PD which is the slope of the
line remains unchanged. Practically, C can vary slowly since it can be assumed that it is constant in a relatively small
window. This result shows that if different regions of the image are multiplied by different constant factors, the segmentation
results will not change.

Energy on the other hand, is not insensitive to intensity changes. Theoretically, high-pass Gabor filters could be used
to remove the low-pass components, but practically, filters with low center frequencies are necessary for good segmentation
results.

Energy is also sensitive to multiplicative noise. The output of a filter is the convolution Z(x, y) =h(x, y) * Z0(x, y)
where Z0 is the original image and h is the two-dimensional impulse response of the Gabor filter. If the grayscale values of
the original image are multiplied by a constant factor C, then the new output is Z(x, y) =h(x, y) * C Z(x, y) = C Z(x, y).
Obviously, the energy will be different in this case. If different regions of the same texture are multiplied by different factors,
then they are not going to be identified as the same texture.

3.2 Clustering the feature vectors

After the computation of the twelve feature spaces, all twelve PD features that are mapped to the pixel with
coordinates (x, y) comprise a feature vector. There is a total of S x S feature vectors of size twelve, where S is the widthof
the image.

A K-means-based algorithm is used to cluster the feature vectors. This algorithm considers the boundaries between
textures so that finer segmentation at these regions is possible. It is very important for the features to be smoothened over a
window, so that their robustness increases. This window becomes smaller as the window moves closer to the boundaries. The
variable window increases the robustness at the inner texture regions and at the same time it decreases blurring at the
boundaries. The algorithm works as follows:

Step 1 . Smoothing of the features by averaging their values in a square window of size Ro x Ro and map the result to its
central pixel, where Ro is the width of the initial smoothing window.

Step 2. Define the initial cluster centers and apply the K-means algorithm for an initial estimation of texture regions. The
final cluster centers are kept unchanged for the remaining steps of the algorithm.

Step 3. A sliding median window is used to merge small regions to large regions. This median window clusters the feature
vector that is mapped to central pixel of a window of size Ro/2 x Ro/2 to cluster j, ifcluster j is the dominant cluster
in this window. A cluster is dominant, if the number of feature vectors that are associated to this cluster is larger than
the number of features that are associated to any other cluster.

Step 4. Clustering will remain unchanged for the feature vectors that correspond to all pixels that are far away from the
boundaries for a distance D that is greater than half the width of the smoothing window. The reason is that the
smoothing window with center that is far away from the boundaries for a distance D consists of only one texture. The

30



rest of the pixels that are closer to the boundaries are considered as an ambiguous cluster and they will be further
examined.

Step 5. Apply the procedure to the ambiguous cluster for smoothing windows of size R x R1 and median windows of size
R1/2 x R112 respectively, iteratively starting from step 3, where i = 1,2 is the iteration index. R, is smaller for
larger values of i.

For the experiments three smoothing window widths are used, R0 =33, R1 = 25, R2 = 17.

4. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The segmentation method that is presented in this paper, is compared to the method that is proposed by Jam and
Farrokhnia, where a filter bank of two dimensional, even, symmetric, directional and real Gabor filters with octave
bandwidth, is used. Here, sixteen Gabor filters are used to filter the original image, for the four directions and for four center
frequencies f2x4, I2x8, I2x16, /2x32 pixels x (image width)'. The energy of the filtered versions of the image is computed.
Another segmentation method using non-symmetric Gabor filters and energy was also studied. In this case, sixteen Gabor
filters are used to filter the original image, for the four directions, four center frequencies 0. 1 , 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, and for y,, = 6 and

y = The size of all images that are used for the experiments is 256x 256.

Figure 1 illustrates an example where the properties presented in section 3 are verified. The image consists of four
textures. Each of the four textures occupies four separate regions of the image. The segmentation algorithms using the FD
vector and energy are applied for the original image and for the image that has been subjected to multiplicative noise. This
noise has been applied as a multiplication of the grayscale values by a factor C, which is equal to C =0.5 {[1+ (x-64)/64] +
[1 +(y-64)164] } , where x, y, are the coordinates of the pixels. This factor compresses the grayscale values for regions closer to
pixel with coordinates (64, 64) and stretches the grayscale values for regions far from this point. The segmentation results are
similar for both the original and distorted images in the case that the FD vector is used. The percentages of correct clustering
(PCC) are 92.57% and 93.00% respectively. Textures that are the same are clustered together even if they are subjected to
multiplicative noise of different multiplication factor. The segmentation method that uses energy fails to cluster correctly the
same textures of the distorted image.

The FD vector and the energy vector for symmetric Gabor filters are compared with respect to the segmentation
results in cases that multiplicative noise is not present. The percentage of correct clustering (PCC) for FD vector is similar or
a little greater than the PCC for energy in the case where the boundaries between different textures are smooth. The average
PCC for all textured images that were tested was 95.35% for the case where FD vector is used and 93.36% in the case where
energy is used. The PCC is better for the FD vector than for the energy in the case where the boundaries between textures
have more irregular shapes.

In Figures 2 and 3, some more segmentation results are shown. In Figure 2 the segmentation result is better for the
FD vector. The energy has been computed by applying the method that uses non-symmetric Gabor filters of constant
bandwidth. Figure 3 shows that if the different texture regions have more irregular shape, PD works better than energy. The
PCC for FD is 93.2%, and for energy is 88%. The energy for the segmentation results that are illustrated in Figure 3, has been
computed by applying the method that uses symmetric Gabor filters of octave bandwidth.

The simple K-means algorithm is compared to iterative K-means algorithm. The iterative K-means algorithm uses
window of variable size, as it was described before, for smoothing of the features. For the simple K-means two sizes for the
smoothing window are chosen: small constant window of size 17 x 17 and large constant window of size 33 x 33. It can be
noticed that the iterative K-means algorithm gives similar or better segmentation results than simple K-means algorithm. The
iterative K-means gives much better segmentation results for more irregular boundary shapes. The simple K-means algorithm
that also uses a large window for smoothing the features, works well if the boundaries between the textures are already
smooth. If the boundaries are not smooth, the details at these regions are lost and the boundaries are smoothed out. The
simple K-means algorithm that uses small smoothing window does not work well for the inner texture regions. The different
feature extraction methods that use the FD vector, energy and filtering with symmetric Gabor filters, and energy and filtering
with non-symmetric Gabor filters, are applied on different textured images, to compare the iterative and the original K-means
algorithm with respect to the segmentation results. The average PCC is 95.78% for the iterative K-means algorithm, 93.92%
for the original K-means algorithm and smoothing window of size 17 x 17, and 95.24%for original K-means algorithm and
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smoothing window of size 33 x 33. Three examples are illustrated in Figures 4, 5 and 6. In Figure 4 it is shown that the
details are lost at the boundaries for the case of the original K-means algorithm when a smoothing window of size 33 x 33 is
applied. Also, in the case of the original K-means algorithm for a smoothing window of size 17 x 17 there is some extra
misclassification at the upper left corner of the image. The PCC for the image in Figure 5, is 94.35% for the iterative K-
means algorithm, 90.53% for the original K-means algorithm when a smoothing window of size 17 x 17 is applied, and
92.23% for the original K-means algorithm when a smoothing window of size 33 x 33 is applied. The PCC for the image in
Figure 6 is 96. 10% for the iterative K-means algorithm, 94.40% for the original K-means algorithm when a smoothing
window of size 17 x 17 is applied, and 96.20% for the original K-means algorithm when a smoothing window of size 33 x 33
is applied.

Another case, where the image is subjected to uniform white noise is studied. Some results are shown in Figure 7.
FD and energy were tested with respect to the segmentation results, for different values of the standard deviation of the noise.
In this case, the segmentation results are similar for both features up to a standard deviation value close to 50.5. The results
are a little better for the energy, for very large values of the standard deviation of the noise.

S. CONCLUSIONS

The performance of the FD features that have been computed over twelve filtered versions of the original image, is
studied with respect to the segmentation results. It has been found that the FD vector is good for texture characterization
since it is insensitive to the intensity of the image and to multiplicative noise. In this perspective, it is better than energy
features. In any case, FD features give similar or better segmentation results than energy features. The advantage of FD
features over energy features is greater for textures with more realistic boundary shapes. If the image to be segmented has
been subjected to uniform white noise, FD features and energy give similar segmentation results if the standard deviation of
the noise takes values below 50. For large standard deviation the segmentation results improve slightly for energy.

The performance of the clustering algorithm has been studied. The features need to be smoothened by averaging
their values over a window, and by mapping the result to the central pixel. An iterative K-means clustering algorithm that
uses smoothing window with variable size is compared to the original K-means algorithm. Before the original K-means
algorithm is applied, the features are smoothened using a window of constant size. The iterative K-means algorithm gives
similar segmentation results if the boundaries between textures are smooth, but it gives much better for more detailed
boundaries.
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(a)

Figure 1: Comparison of FD and energy with respect to the segmentation of original image and of image subjected to
multiplicative noise. (a) original image, (b) segmentation of the original image using FD, (c) segmentation of the
original image using energy, (d) image subjected to multiplicative noise, (e) segmentation of the distorted image
using FD, (f) segmentation of the distorted image using energy
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Figure 2: Comparison of FD and energy with respect to the segmentation of the original image (a) original image, (b)
segmentation of the original image using FD, (c) segmentation of the original image using energy (for non-
symmetric Gabor filters)
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Figure 4: Comparison of the iterative and the original K-means algorithms. (a) original image, (b) segmented image
using the iterative K-means algorithm, (c) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and
smoothing window of size 17 x 17, (d) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and smoothing
window of size 33 x 33. The FD feature vector has been used.

Figure 5: Comparison of the iterative and the original K-means algorithms. (a) original image, (h) segmented image
using the iterative K-means algorithm, (c) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and
smoothing window of size 17 x 17, (d) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and smoothing
window of size 33 x 33. The FD feature vector has been used.

(a
Figure 3: Comparison of FD and energy with respect to the segmentation of original image (a) original image, (h)

segmentation of the original image using FD. (c) segmentation of the original image using energy (for symmetric
Gabor filters)
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Figure 6: Comparison of the iterative and the original K-means algorithms. (a) original image, (h) segmented image
using the iterative K-means algorithm, (c) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and
smoothing window of size 17 x 17, (d) segmented image using the original K-means algorithm and
smoothing window of size 33 x 33. The FD feature vector has been used.
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Deviation image(a) image ( b

FRACTALS ENERGY FRACTALS ENERGY
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Figure 7: Comparison of FD and energy, when adding white noise to the image. (a), (h) original images, (c), (d)
corresponding FCC with respect to the standard deviation of noise for FD, ( e ),( f) corresponding PCC with
respect to the standard deviation of noise for energy, ( g ) table that contains the segmentation results.
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