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Recent progress in combining multiple materials with disparate optical, electronic, and thermomechanical properties
monolithically in the same fiber drawn from a preform is paving the way to a new generation of multimaterial fibers endowed

with unique functionalities delivered at optical fiber length scales and costs. A wide range of unique devices have been devel-
oped to date in fiber form-factor using this strategy, such as transversely emitting fiber lasers, fibers that detect light, heat, or
sound impinging on their external surfaces, and fibers containing crystalline semiconductor cores. Incorporating such fibers in
future fabrics will lead to textiles with sophisticated functionality. Additionally, long-standing issues in traditional applications
of optical fibers have been addressed by multimaterial fibers, such as photonic bandgap guidance in hollow-core all-solid-clad-
ding fibers and imparting mechanical robustness to soft-glass mid-infrared fibers. We review recent progress in this nascent
but rapidly growing field and highlight areas where growth is anticipated. Furthermore, the insights emerging from this
research are pointing to new ways that the fiber drawing process itself may be leveraged as a fabrication methodology. In par-
ticular, we describe recent efforts directed at appropriating multimaterial-fiber drawing for chemical synthesis and the

fabrication of nanostructures such as nanowire arrays and structured nanoparticles.

Introduction

Optical fibers have improved the quality of life
throughout the world and have fundamentally altered
the human condition in both obvious and imperceptible
ways. The internet, and most telecommunications, is
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delivered across the globe today through optical fibers."
In addition, optical fibers are used in a multitude of
applications ranging from noninvasive medical surgery>*
to structural-integrity monitoring of bridges and oil
pipelines,”® and fiber lasers are finding applications in
materials processing and manufacturing.” One of the
most striking features of these advances is that optical
fibers are remarkably simple devices from the perspective
of materials composition. The majority of optical fibers
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in use today are fabricated from a single material: silica
glass. While optical fibers made of other glasses or poly-
mers have also been developed, silica glass remains the
dominant material in producing optical fibers.

The mid-1990s witnessed the development of new
classes of optical fibers, photonic crystal fibers (PCFs),
and photonic band gap (PBG) fibers,® founded in new
optical physics initiated with the concept of PBGs.”
Unexpectedly, these advances were also eye-opening
with regard to the perceived limitations of the struc-
tures that may be produced by the traditional process
of thermal fiber drawing. In fact, the initial proposal
for fabricating silica PBG fibers was dismissed as unfea-
sible by seasoned practitioners'® even though no new
material was combined with silica, only air holes.
Nevertheless, the rapid success of PBG fibers has had
unexpected consequences for the process of fiber fabri-
cation itself. One such consequence was the introduction
of the concept of “multimaterial fibers” over the past dec-
ade. This new class of fibers leverages the capabilities of
traditional fiber fabrication, but aims at developing new
fiber structures, functionalities, and applications that stem
from altering the materials composition of the fiber. It is
difficult to provide a conclusive and all-encompassing
definition of this nascent concept. For the purpose of
this review, we define multimaterial fibers to be Aigh-
aspect-ratio structures that comprise multiple distinct mate-
rials, typically produced by thermal drawing from a
macroscopic scaled-up model called a “preform.” Materials
with different optical, electronic, thermomechanical,
and acoustic properties have now been incorporated
" The set of fabrication
approaches developed in this emerging field are intro-

into the fiber form factor.!

ducing new functionalities that are not usually associ-
ated with optical fibers. Examples include fibers that
produce an electrical signal when light is incident on

the fiber external surface'? '

or when the temperature
of the ambient environment changes'”; fibers that mon-
itor their own performance and structural integrity'®;
flexible, lightweight fiber arrays that image the sur-
rounding environment'*'”; and fibers that produce or
detect sound or ultrasonic signals."®'? Fiber drawing is
therefore morphing into a fabrication route for produc-
ing electronic and optoelectronic fiber devices that may
also be potentially incorporated or woven into fabrics,
thereby endowing them with new and sophisticated
functionalities."'

New ways of thinking of the fiber drawing process
itself are now emerging with the advent of multimateri-
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al fibers. Through dimensional reduction, nanostruc-
tures such as nanowires with few-nanometer diameters
and unprecedented lengths may be produced.”® ** The
fiber cladding may be viewed as a crucible for chemical
synthesis with the reactive agents placed in the core.”*
Multimaterial fibers are also a new playground for the
controllable study of fluid dynamics in confined space
and over a wide range of scales.””> These developments
have recently led to a scalable, top-down, in-fiber fabri-
cation process capable of producing complex structured
particles over an unprecedented range of diameters
spanning both micro- and nanoscales.°

There are two aspects of fiber production that have
been appropriated by the emerging field of multimate-
rial fibers. First, the process typically starts by preparing
a macroscopic preform. As the preform diameter is on
the centimeter scale, it is straightforward to create a
complex transverse cross-section with controllable place-
ment of structures incorporating multiple materials.
Second, thermal fiber drawing is inherently scalable,
producing kilometers of fiber with accurate control over
size and axial uniformity.”” In order for the fiber to
maintain the complex transverse structure of the multi-
material preform, restrictions are placed on the allow-
able materials combinations compatible with this
fabrication process. There are some exceptions to this
overall approach. For example, multimaterial fibers may
be produced starting with a single-material fiber or wire
used as a scaffold for additive manufacturing, such as
dip coating on the outer surface of extended fiber
lengths28 or vapor deposition inside hollow enclaves in
short lengths of a preexisting fiber.”’

While this field is still in its initial stages of devel-
opment, there has been tremendous recent progress, and
this review consequently aims at providing only a brief
and selective overview of some of the main achieve-
ments based on our definition of multimaterial fibers
provided above. The hope is that this review draws
attention to this emerging field at the crossroads of
optics, materials science, device physics, nanotechnol-
ogy, and fluid dynamics, thereby encouraging more
researchers to enter it. We first discuss in section ‘Mate-
rial Constraints and Fiber Drawing’ some general con-
straints on the materials that may be codrawn in the
same fiber and then describe in section ‘Multimaterial
Preform Fabrication’ general approaches to multimateri-
al preform fabrication. We next describe multimaterial
fibers with novel optical functionalities in section ‘Pho-
tonic Multimaterial Fibers’, such as transverse omnidi-
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rectional emitting fiber lasers and robust composite soft-
glass/polymer fibers for mid-infrared optics. In section
‘Optoelectronic Fibers’, we describe multimaterial fibers
endowed with sophisticated electronic, optoelectronic,
and even piezoelectric functionalities, in addition to
recent work on producing fibers with traditional crystal-
line semiconductor cores. Section ‘In-Fiber Synthesis’
highlights novel approaches that utilize fiber drawing as
a route to in-fiber chemical synthesis, while section
‘In-Fiber Fluid Instabilities’ discusses new insights
emerging from the realization of the importance of fluid
instabilities arising at the heterogeneous interfaces in a
multimaterial fiber. Section ‘In-Fiber Nanofabrication’
reviews the use of multimaterial fibers as a route to pro-
ducing nanowire arrays and structured multimaterial
nanoparticles. We end the review by describing some
alternative fabrication approaches (section ‘Other
Approaches’) and future possibilities (section ‘Future
Prospects’).

Material Constraints and Fiber Drawing

Optical fibers are typically drawn thermally from a
macroscopic preform in a fiber draw tower, such as that
shown schematically in Fig. 1, known as the preform-
to-fiber approach.’® The preform is fed into a furnace
that softens the material, after which gravity or an
external force “pulls” the molten gob at the preform tip
until it stretches into a thin strand whose diameter is
monitored with a gauge. If necessary, polymer coatings
are added to the fiber surface for mechanical protec-
tion. This relatively simple fabrication process is behind
the thousands of kilometers of optical fiber used in the
communications networks that span the globe today."”
Alternatively, the double-crucible method®' has been
used to produce optical fibers from glass melts of the
core and cladding that are pushed through a nozzle.
There have been no reports to date on multimaterial
fibers produced by this method.

When the preform consists of a single material, the
viscosity at the drawing temperature dictates the param-
eters of the draw, such as the drawing speed. Multima-
terial preforms, on the other hand, may contain
materials that are incompatible with thermal drawing
when each taken separately, such as crystalline semicon-
ductors or metals. Using the thermal drawing process,
therefore, imposes constraints on the materials combi-
nations that are compatible with this fabrication
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Fig. 1. Schematic of the thermal fiber drawing process in a
draw tower.

approach. To gain insight into the feasibility of various
materials combinations, we present in Fig. 2a the vis-
cosity of silica glass, silicon, and gold as a function of
temperature. These materials are chosen to represent
three distinct materials classes from the electronic per-
spective: an amorphous insulator, a crystalline semicon-
ductor, and a metal, respectively, in addition to their
different optical and mechanical properties. The soften-
ing temperature of silica ranges from 1400 to 2350 °C,
thereby offering a broad range of drawing conditions.
Silicon and gold, on the other hand, are characterized
by an abrupt drop in their viscosities above their melt-
ing temperature 7;,, where a phase transition takes
place. Nevertheless, silica may be used as a “cladding”
in which a silicon or gold “core” is embedded with the
preform thermally drawn above the core 7. In this
scenario, the cladding acts as a scaffold to contain and
restrict the flow of the low-viscosity core material.
From this example, we may outline the general
constraints on the construction of multimaterial pre-
forms and the drawing conditions. At least one material
should be amorphous, typically a glass or polymer, and
resist devitrification during thermal drawing. This
“backbone” material forms an outer cladding that
supports the other materials during the draw and main-
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tains the cross-sectional structure of the fiber. The
amorphous material constituents must be chosen to
have overlapping softening temperatures, while the crys-
talline constituents must have 7;, below the drawing
temperature. The drawing temperature must be lower
than the boiling temperature of the core material.
Additionally, care must be taken to avoid fluid instabil-
ities that may occur when the viscosity of the materials
is lowered and the transverse dimensions reduced (see
section ‘In-Fiber Fluid Instabilities’). The materials
must also have relatively similar thermal expansion
coefficients in the temperature range extending to the
drawing temperature to avoid mechanical fractures
resulting from thermomechanical mismatches.

In Fig. 2b we present the viscosity of a wide range
of amorphous materials. Some glasses (such as soda-lime-
silica) have a broad temperature range suitable for ther-
mal drawing, while others (such as fluorides, chalcoge-
nides, and cellurites) have a relatively narrower
temperature window. In Fig. 2c we plot the viscosity of
some typical crystalline materials above their 7,,. Using
Fig. 2b,c together, it is possible to choose potential pairs
of amorphous—crystalline materials that may be com-
bined in a preform and codrawn into a multimaterial
fiber. For example, it is possible to draw Si, Ge, or gold
clad with silica glass; InSb clad with soda-lime-silica
glass; or Sn or Se clad with fluoride or chalcogenide
glass, or even a polymer. For completeness, we identify
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in Fig. 2d the glass transition temperature 7, of the
amorphous materials and the melting temperature 77, of
crystalline materials used in Fig. 2a—c versus the linear
thermal expansion coefficient (TEC). While there are
other critical aspects that must be considered in the
materials selection to successfully draw a multimaterial
fiber, Fig. 2 offers the basic groundwork for the poten-
tial materials pairings. Finally, we note that more than
two materials chosen according to the above criteria may
be incorporated in the same multimaterial fiber. This
feature enables the construction of in-fiber electronic
and optoelectronic devices, as described in sections ‘Pho-
tonic Multimaterial Fibers” and ‘Optoelectronic Fibers’.

Multimaterial Preform Fabrication

Four general classes of approaches to multimaterial
preform preparation have been exploited thus far: (i)

(a) f\

Rod Tube

(b)

Canes Assembly of
canes
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the rod-in-tube alpproach,SF5 ? (i) extrusion,®®°? (iii)
the stack-and-draw approach,*®® and (iv) thin-film-
rolling technology.'" The choice is dictated by the
materials used and the transverse structure targeted.

Rod-in-Tube Approach
Figure 3a depicts the rod-in-tube approach, which

relies on inserting a rod of one material into a tube of
another material to form a preform with a core-clad-
ding structure. Alternatively, a powder may be placed
in the tube and the preform sealed, which enables a
wide range of materials to be incorporated into the
core. If 7, of the core rod/powder is lower than the
drawing temperature, we designate the process molten-
core-in-tube method. The recognition of the usefulness
of this method for multimaterial fibers may be traced
back to the pioneering work of E. Snitzer in 1989,%

l

Insert rod into tube

P: Piston
B: Stacked Billet
S: Sleeve

’ D: Die

Preform

Inserting canes Preform

into jacket

Fig. 3. General methodologies for multimaterial fiber preform fabrication. (a) Rod-in-tube, (b) extrusion, and (c) stack-and-draw methods.
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where selective volatization combined with the rod-in-
tube method was used to produce a silica-clad fiber
containing a soft-glass core. In this work, the drawing
temperature was higher than 77, of a soft-glass core,
and the high vapor pressure led to the volatilization of
some compounds from the core, leaving a glass core
with a different residual composition.

Extrusion

Extrusion is a process used to create objects with
fixed cross-sectional profile by pushing a soft material
through a die under pressure. J. Bramah patented the
first extrusion process for producing lead pipes in
1797,%° and Roeder®® ®® extended this approach to soda-
lime-silica, lead silicate, calcium aluminate, and boric
oxide glass in the 1970s. Material in the form of a rod,
typically called a biller, is placed inside a sleeve held in a
furnace (a vertically stacked billet is shown in Fig. 3b for
demonstration). The billet is heated to the softening tem-
perature of the incorporated materials, and pressure is
applied to push the material through a die that imparts
shape to the extruded preform rod, which is subse-
quently drawn into a fiber. Using a multimaterial billet
consisting, for example, of vertically stacked disks, the
transverse structure of the extruded rod may be

. 60,62
engineered.

Stack-and-Draw Approach

The stack-and-draw approach has been used exten-
sively in preparing the preforms drawn into microstruc-
tured fibers, PCFs, and PBG fibers.® The first
demonstration of the stack-and-draw method to pro-
duce an optical fiber may be traced to Bell Labs in
1974,% at the dawn of the development of silica fibers,
where a fiber containing a hanging core surrounded by
air was produced. Rods, tubes, and/or plates from a
single or multiple materials may be assembled into a
preform (Fig. 3c) with dimensions determined by the
targeted fiber structure. Multiple stack-and-draw steps
may be applied recursively to reach the required dimen-
sions and attain complex transverse structures.

Thin-Film Rolling

Polymers may be incorporated into a fiber using
any of the above three approaches. A unique process to
incorporate a polymer in a preform is through rolling a
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thin polymer film followed by thermal consolidation
under vacuum above the glass transition temperature of
the constituent materials until the individual films fuse.
An example of this process is shown schematically in
Fig. 4a, which details the fabrication approach toward
making a multimaterial PBG fiber.”7% The thin-film-
rolling technique can also be performed recursively for
realizing more complex cross-sections. For example,
voids may be introduced into a postconsolidated struc-
ture. These voids may be filled by conductors and

(mn

e

(b)

Intensity (a.u.)

200 450 500 550 600 650 700 750
Wavelength (nm)

Fig. 4. PBG fiber fabrication and characterization. (a) PBG
Jiber fabrication flow. (1) The chalcogenide glass is thermally evap-
orated onto both sides of the polymer film. (II) This multilayer
Jfilm is then rolled onto a teflon-lined mandrel, and additional
polymer-cladding layers are rolled for mechanical support. (II1)
The entire structure is thermally consolidated under vacuum until
the materials fuse together into one solid preform. (IV) The pre-
form is then thermally drawn into hundreds of meters of fiber by
applying uniaxial tension. The ratio of the preform down-feed
speed (v;) to fiber draw speed (v,) dictates the final layer thickness-
es. (b) Transmission band gap spectra for hollow-core PBG fibers.
The fiber structure in each case is the same. The only difference is
that the length of the period in the multilayer structure lining the
hollow core is reduced (from right to left) resulting in the shift of
the transmission PBG spectrum. Adapted from Refs. 70-74.
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encapsulated in the preform by rolling additional thin
films and reconsolidating. These multistep preform
preparation processes form the basis for many photonic
and optoelectronic multimaterial-fiber devices.'"!”>">7°

Photonic Multimaterial Fibers

In this section, we provide an overview of multima-
terial fibers used for the traditional application of light
guidance axially along the fiber as well as for the novel
applications for transversely active photonic fiber devices.

Multimaterial PBG Fibers

One of the first successful examples of multimate-
rial optical fibers was demonstrated by the MIT group
led by Y. Fink. By combining two materials having a
large refractive-index-contrast, PBG fibers with an all-
solid cladding that guide light in a hollow core were
produced, among other examples of photonic multima-
terial fibers that we proceed to describe.

Hollow-core PBG fibers

A flat omnidirectional mirror, one that reflects
light incident at any angle and polarization within a
spectral window, can be realized using a one-dimen-
sional (1D) periodic stack of alternating high- and low-
index materials having sufficient refractive-index con-
trast.”””® This mirror can line the inner surface of a
hollow-core fiber, thereby enabling axial light guidance
through an air core.”? Although premonitions of such a
waveguiding mechanism have existed since the 1970s,%°
it was not until 2002 that the first multimaterial
hollow-core fiber was fabricated using the standard
preform-to-fiber drawing technique.70 The challenge is
twofold. First, a pair of materials must be identified
that, on the one hand, have compatible thermomechan-
ical properties, and on the other, have a high-refractive-
index contrast. Second, the multlayer structure must
be maintained with low-scattering interfaces down to
the micro- and nanoscales for low-loss fibers to be pro-
duced. To date, several pairs of materials have been
identified which yield low-loss multimaterial optical
transmission fibers under appropriate fabrication condi-
tions. A typical pair consists of a low-refractive-index
polymer and a high-refractive-index chalcogenide glass,
which are both amorphous and thermomechanically
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compatible for fiber drawing.”” "% The fabrication pro-
cess for creating hollow-core multimaterial fibers with
PBGs spanning the infrared to the ultraviolet is out-
lined in Fig. 4a. The exquisite level of control over the
layer thicknesses at the nanometer scale is demonstrated
by the transmission spectra spanning the visible range
(Fig. 4b) of fibers differing only in the period of the
multilayer structure lining the hollow core. Such hol-
low-core multimaterial PBG fibers have been exploited
hitherto in a variety of applications.

(1) These fibers support a multiplicity of eigen-
modes.®"®* The ability to precisely excite, propagate,
and reconstruct specific modes and their superposi-
tions /8384 provides a means to sculpt and tune the
vectorial field distribution along the axis of the fiber,
which is important for the study of light—matter
interaction over extended lengths. Moreover, as the
core size decreases, the spiral nature of the multilayer
structure (arising from the fabrication approach in
Fig. 4a) imparts unique properties to the optical
modes, resulting in asymmetric wave propagation.85

(2) Delivery of high-peak-power laser pulses in well-
controlled spatial modes is of significant importance
for many medical and industrial applications. How-
ever, the use of traditional solid-core fibers for han-
dling high peak powers is limited owing to material
absorption, which sets the damage threshold limit.
Multimaterial hollow-core PBG fibers have been
shown to transmit peak powers of 11.4 MW at
1.55 pm with 97% of the fiber output in the funda-
mental mode, a record for any fiber at this wave-
length. Furthermore, PBG fibers fabricated using
this approach and designed for transmitting high-
power continuous-wave CO, laser light at 10.6 pm
are routinely used as optical scalpels in minimally

. . . 0,86
invasive medical procedures.7

(3) Hollow-core PBG fibers can be used for chemical
vapor sensing.74’87 For example, a chemilumines-
cent dye that emits light in reaction with peroxide
vapor can be introduced into the fiber. In this
way, the fiber provides confinement for the analyte
flow and serves as an optical waveguide for trans-
mitting the chemiluminescent signal to a remote
optical detector.”*

(4) As the transmission bandgap spectral position and
linewidth depends on the core refractive index,*®"’

hollow-core PBG fibers may be used as refractive

index sensors.
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Radial lasing and azimuthal intensity control

The hollow core of a multimaterial PBG fiber can
host a gain medium, enabling the creation of radially
emitting fiber lasers that make use of the unique optical
features of the PBG provided by the multimaterial
Bragg structure lining the core.”*® This architecture is
in stark contrast to all other fiber lasers, which emit
light axially from their end facet. Two configurations
of radially emitting fiber lasers have been explored, one
incorporating an organic dye dissolved in a solid host
and one in a liquid host. In both cases, the gain med-
ium plug is introduced in the fiber core and is pumped
axially as shown in Fig. 5a (left). The PBG at normal
incidence to the fiber reflects the plug’s fluorescence
back into the core, leading to the possibility of laser
action in the transverse plane. As shown in Fig. 5a
(right), the radiation pattern emitted by the solid plug
is anisotropic (with directionality dictated by the pump
beam polarization), while the emission from the liquid
is rotationally symmetric. This contrast arises from the
differences in the relaxation dynamics of excited mole-
cules in the solid and liquid phases.

(a) (b)

Liquid plug

| Polarization

Direction of laser
emission

—
(3)
~

beam
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The rotational symmetry and precise polarization
of the radially emitting liquid laser forms the basis for
a fiber device with controllable directional emission.”®
This is achieved by integrating multiple electrically con-
trollable and individually addressable liquid-crystal-
based light modulators 7 in an annular fashion around
the laser cavity, as shown in Fig. 5b. These liquid-crys-
tal-filled channels can modulate the polarized wavefront
emanating from the fiber core, leading to a laser with a
dynamically controlled intensity distribution spanning
the full azimuthal angular range. Figure 5¢ depicts the
laser intensity control through one of the channels as a
function of the applied voltage. This new capability,
implemented monolithically within a single fiber, pre-
sents opportunities ranging from flexible multidirec-
tional displays to minimally invasive directed light
delivery systems for medical applications.

External reflection fibers

Instead of lining the hollow core, the muldlayer
structure can also be integrated closer to the external

7

Transmission (a.u.)
k3

2.

Wavelength (nm)

Fig. 5. Radial fiber lasers (a, left). Schematic of a radially emitting fiber laser. The red cylinder in the core corresponds to an organic-
dye-doped plug, which can be a liquid or a solid. (a, right) Emission patters from the liquid plug (rop) and solid plug (bottom). The red
arrows denote the direction of laser emission. The direction of the lobes for the solid plug is orthogonal to the pump beam polarization.
(b) Scanning electron micrograph of the hybrid fiber containing a cylindrical PBG structure encircled by four hollow channels, each
Sflanked by a pair of conductive electrodes. (c) Laser spectra measured for light transmitted through one of the liquid-crystal-filled channels

Jfor various driving voltages. Adapted from Refs. 76, 90.
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surface of the fiber, thereby creating omnidirectional
externally reflective fibers.”’ While a purely periodic
structure leads to photonic bandgaps which reflect light
over a broad wavelength range, the intentional devia-
tion from periodicity by introducing a defect layer
facilities the existence of localized modes, which leads
to narrow band transmission dips within the bandgap.’
These narrowband cavity resonances can be tuned
dynamically either by applying an axial strain to the
fiber’* or by optically modulating the defect layer via a
transient photodarkening effect.”> Incorporating such
fibers into fabrics could be used for spectral-identity
verification, as radiation barriers or as large-area tunable
optical filters.

Multimaterial Preform Coextrusion for Robust
Chalcogenide Fibers and Tapers

Combining multiple materials in a fiber may be
used to improve the mechanical properties lacking in a
fiber that has favorable optical properties. For example,
while chalcogenide glasses have high optical nonlinear-
ity and are transparent in the mid-infrared, the adop-
tion of chalcogenide fibers has been limited due, in
large part, to their unfavorable mechanical properties.”*
This drawback has been recently addressed through the
use of one-step multimaterial coextrusion of a fiber pre-
forms containing chalcogenide glasses and thermoplastic
polymers.®> A composite preform consisting of a chal-
cogenide glass core, a chalcogenide glass cladding, and
a built-in polymer jacket is extruded from a vertically
stacked billet into a preform that is subsequently drawn
into a fiber. The polymer provides protection to the
fibers during drawing and mechanical handling after
drawing. Furthermore, as the chalcogenide glass and
the polymer are thermally compatible, the fiber may be
tapered without removing the polymer, resulting in
robust, all-solid, and high-index-contrast tapers with
submicrometer core diameters. These tapers have been
used to produce octave-spanning infrared supercontinu-
um spectra using picosecond pulses at 1.55 pm.”

A cross-section of such a fiber, which is drawn
from the preform extruded from the billet in Fig. 6a, is
shown in Fig. 6b.°% The fiber outer diameter is 1 mm,
and the chalcogenide glass represents <1% of the fiber
volume (Fig. 6¢). Figure 6d demonstrates the robust-
ness of such fibers. Additionally, the large index con-
trast between core and cladding allows for the strong
confinement of the optical radiation in the core, pre-
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Fig. 6. Robust mid-infrared fibers. (a) Vertically stacked billet
to produce a preform. (b) Transmission optical micrograph of the
Jfiber cross-section, and (c) reflection micrograph of the core. P:
polyetherimide (PEL) polymer; G: AszSes; Ga: AszS3. (d) A
2-kg weight hanging from a 5-cm-long fiber demonstrating the
mechanical strength of the multimaterial fiber. The inset shows
the hanging mechanism.®

venting it from reaching the polymer cladding and also
enhancing nonlinearities.”” This unique fabrication pro-
cedure thus enables substantial flexibility in designing
chalcogenide glass fibers while imbuing the fibers with
excellent mechanical properties not available in all-glass
fibers produced using standard approaches.

Other Examples of Multimaterial Optical Fibers

The idea of combining glasses with polymers in an
optical fiber has been investigated since the 1980s”°
to appropriate the favorable mechanical properties of
polymers to compensate for the less-favorable mechani-
cal properties of fluoride and chalcogenide glasses.
Thermal codrawing of these glasses with polymer
jacket, such as Teflon, greatly improves the mechanical
properties of the fiber. In 1981, S. Shibata and T.
Manabe reported the fabrication of fluoride-glass-core
polymer-cladding fibers” from a rod-in-tube preform.
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In 1984, NTT scientists’® reported similar research
using a chalcogenide glass. Infrared fiber bundles were
fabricated using the stack-and-draw approach by Horiba
Lid*'®" in the 2- to 6-pum spectral window, see
also Refs. 102,103. The Naval Research Laboratory
(NRL)'* also developed glass/polymer multimaterial-
fiber fabrication technology using the rod-in-tube
method in the 1990s.

The ability to combine different optical glasses in
a fiber and exploiting the contrast in their optical prop-
erties can be beneficial in dispersion control and engi-
neering the fiber optical nonlinearities. A fiber
consisting of a chalcogenide glass core in a tellurite
glass cladding (produced by the stack-and-draw
method)®*1%>1% \was shown to have flattened chro-
matic dispersion and a zero-dispersion wavelength
shifted to the near infrared, enabling supercontinuum
generation covering 800-2400 nm. Additionally, all-
solid PBG-guiding PCFs consisting of a hexagonal
lattice of high-index soft-glass strands embedded in a
low-index soft glass'®” (produced by the stack-and-draw
method) have been investigated. In practice, this
approach is limited by the availability of pairs of glasses
with overlapping softening temperatures and thermal
expansion coefficient. More research is needed to fully
exploit the opportunities enabled by these multimaterial
optical fiber structures.

Optoelectronic Fibers

Metal-Insulator-Semiconductor Fibers

The creation of electronic and optoelectronic
devices requires the assembly of metals (M), insulators
(D), and semiconductors (S), in prescribed geometries
with low-scattering interfaces and nanoscale feature
sizes. While traditional wafer-based approaches have
been applied to this problem, they are limited to pri-
marily rigid and low-aspect ratios structures. However,
if all the constituent device components could be inte-
grated into a fiber, the complex functionality associated
with modern chip-based devices could extend into flexi-
ble and weavable/wearable fabrics.

Several M-I-S fiber structures have been created
thus far. Figure 7a depicts an M-I-S preform being
elongated into a fiber, and a corresponding scanning
electron microscope (SEM) images of the cross-section
is shown in Fig. 7b."* This fiber produces an electrical
signal proportional to the optical power incident on its
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external surface when the electrodes are connected at
the fiber periphery to an electrical circuit. Two advanta-
ges are gained by reducing the bulk semiconductor
cylinder to a thin-film structure such as shown in
Fig. 7¢." First, the dark current, which sets the noise
level for optoelectronic applications, is reduced by more
than an order of magnitude. Second, the creation of
thin-film structures enables higher device-density per
fiber (Fig. 7d) as well as more elaborate geometries
(Fig. 7e)."” All of these structures are axially symmetric,
with the electrodes forming intimate contacts with the
semiconducting chalcogenide glass layers along the
entire fiber length. Postdraw the electrodes can be con-
tacted through the fiber cladding or by wire bonding to
the end fiber facet and connected to an external driving
circuit.

Both the composition of the semiconducting chal-
cogenide glass and the geometry of other structural ele-
ments comprising the preform can be tuned to target
particular applications.

(1) Using a photoconductive glass, photodetecting
fibers are created with the ability of detecting illu-
mination along their entire lengt}1,12’13’17’108 which
has applications spanning chemical vapor sens-
ing'” to lensless imaging.'*'” Each pair of adja-
cent electrodes can act as an independent
photodetector, thereby imparting increasing func-
tionality. For example, a semiconductor ring struc-
ture (Fig. 7¢) can be used to determine the angle
of incidence of an incoming beam in the plane
perpendicular to the fiber axis. Moreover, the
semiconductor’s wavelength-dependent absorbance
may be leveraged using a duel ring structure
(Fig. 7d) to reconstruct the wavelength of an inci-
dent beam by measuring the ratio of photocurrents
in the inner and outer rings.

(2) Photoconductive glasses typically respond over a
broad wavelength range. To impart spectral selec-
tion to a photosensitive fiber, a multilayer reflector
containing a defect cavity can be combined with a
photodetecting structure.'” The thickness of the
defect cavity determines the narrow band transmis-
sion window within the PBG, allowing the engi-
neering of spectroscopic photosensitive fibers tuned
to respond at specific wavelengths.

(3) A heat-sensitive semiconductor with a tempera-
ture-dependent conductivity can be drawn into a
fiber with the identical geometry as shown in
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Fig. 7b, but with the ability to detect changes in
temperature along its entire length.'” Integrated
into fabrics, such fibers can be used for tempera-
ture sensing over large areas. Moreover, a thin-film
ring of the same semiconductor can be integrated
into a PBG transmission fiber to predict the onset
of fiber failure.'

(4) The electronic properties of the semiconductor can
also be significandy altered postdraw by crystallization.
This method has been used for realizing in-fiber

110

field-effect transistors~° and rewritable memory

. .. . .11
devices reminiscent of the ovonic switch.

Meters of fiber result from a single draw (Fig. 71),
thus facilitating the construction of large-area assemblies
and fabrics with optoelectronic, thermal, and acoustic
functionalities. For example, two grids of photodetecting
fibers cascaded one after another (Fig. 7g) can recon-
struct the direction of an optical beam and be used for
lensless imaging. Moreover, the wavelength-reconstruc-
tion property of dual-ring fiber structures (Fig. 7d)
enables a single fiber grid to perform lensless imaging,'”
thus opening the possibility for fabrics that can see.

(@
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One path for introducing rapid modulation into
the optical properties of a fiber is through the piezo-
electric effect. This can be achieved by drawing a co-
polymer, P(VDF-TtFE), that has a stable beta-phase at
room temperature, and therefore will directly crystallize
from the melt into the piezoelectric phase. Two fiber
geometries have been investigated as shown in Fig. 8a,
b, and measurements confirm that the fibers can both
emit and detect acoustic radiation over a broad acoustic
frequency range spanning the kHz to MHz.'® The
cross-sectional fiber geometry dictates the acoustic radi-
ation emission pattern, as shown in Fig. 8c. Arrays of
piezoelectric fibers can be constructed leading to sophis-
ticated functionalities such as coherent acoustic wave
interference and beam steering,'” and large-area acous-
tic fiber webs, such as that depicted in Fig. 8d, pave
the way toward novel applications ranging from large-
area pressure wave monitoring to communications.

Crystalline-Semiconductor-Core Fibers

With the success in endowing fibers with electronic
and optoelectronic functionalities through the use of

(e)

Fig. 7. Metal (M)~insulator (I)-semiconductor (S) Fibers (a) Picture of an M-I-S preform scaling down into a fiber. (scale bar is

1 em). (b—e) SEM micrographs of various M-I-S fiber architectures. (Scale bar from left to right: 200, 200, 200, 100 um). (f) Several
meters of coiled fiber. (g) Two fiber grids made of photoconductive fibers are connected to the computer. A flash light beam passes through
both grids, and the directionality of the beam is reconstructed as seen on the computer monitor. Adapted from Refs. 11-17.
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(d)

FP structure

Fig. 8. Piezoelectric fibers. (a) Schematic showing the assembly of a cylindrical piezoelectric preform. (b) Schematic of a rectangular pie-
zoelectric preform with an integrated Fabry—Perot (FP) cavity structure. Both structures have been successfully fabricated and function as
acoustic sensors and actuators. (c) Near-field pressure patterns of the acoustic emission at 1.3 MHz from a circular fiber, a triangular
Jfiber and a rectangular fiber with cross-sectional dimensions of about 2 mm. (d) Two-dimensional device fabric constructed by knitting
the piezoelectric/FP fibers as threads. The colors in the fabric are because of reflections from the FP optical structure embedded in the

Jibers (scale bar is 1 eom).’8

amorphous semiconducting glasses, it is natural to ask
whether such fabrication strategies may be extended to
traditional semiconductors, such as silicon and germa-
nium, that are the mainstay of the electronics industry.
Silicon (Si) and germanium (Ge) are also attractive for
their optical properties: They are transparent in the
mid-infrared, have high optical damage thresh-
old, '3 and are also highly nonlinear.”"*"">  For
example, the Raman gain coefficient in Si is ~10% times
greater than that of silica. Furthermore, the high ther-
mal conductivity of Si and Ge offers opportunities in
better removal of dissipated heat. The extension from
planar substrates to optical fibers®®>” is therefore a sig-
nificant complement to the emerging field of silicon
photonics.' 119

There has been significant recent progress in devel-
oping fibers containing traditional crystalline semicon-
ductors. The first thermally drawn Si-core optical fiber
was demonstrated by J. Ballato’s group in 2008
(Fig. 9a) using the molten-rod-in-tube method. As 7,
of Si (~ 1416 °C) overlaps with the softening tempera-
ture of silica (Fig. 2a), such a materials combination in
a multimaterial fiber is feasible from a thermal compat-

ibility standpoint. A Si rod (3 mm diameter, 40 mm
length) is inserted into a thick-walled silica tube. The
assembled preform is drawn into tens of meters of fiber
with core diameters cladding. This approach has been
extended to several other semiconductors such as
Ge'?”"?! and InSb,'*? among others. Figure 9b is a
scanning electron micrograph of a Ge-core optical
fiber."*® Attempts at producing crystalline fiber cores
from more crystallographically complex systems, such
as erbium-doped yttrium aluminum garnet (YAG),
have not yet been demonstrated conclusively.'*
Although this fiber is extremely simple from an
elemental-analysis perspective (Si and O are the only
two elements involved), this glass/crystalline-semicon-
ductor materials system has nevertheless proven very
fruitful in fundamental studies of diffusion and crystal-
lization in confined volumes. Extensive work by J. Bal-
group, Raman
spectroscopy, and spatially resolved crystallographic ori-

lato’s using X-ray diffraction,
entation studies,'?""'** have elucidated the polycrystal-
line domain structure of the core along the fiber.
Several approaches have been exploited to increase the
axial length of the single-crystal domains, including
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Fig. 9. Crystalline semiconductor core fibers. (a) Scanning electron microscope (SEM) micrograph of the core region of the silicon core,
silica-clad optical fiber in Ref. 57. (b) SEM micrograph of a crystalline Ge core optical fiber from Ref. 120. (c) SEM micrograph of a

crystalline InSb core fiber (courtesy of Prof: J. Ballato).

fiber-annealing by rapid photothermal processing (RPP)
and controlling the core geometry,'”> which have led
to larger single-crystal domains. It is expected that such
approaches will yield fibers with improved structural,
electrical, optical, and mechanical properties.

Another research effort to produce Si-core fibers
using the powder-in-tube method is reported in Ref. 58.
Silicon powder is packed into a silica tube which is then
evacuated to limit the oxidation of Si. Outer diameters
in the range of several hundred microns and core diame-
ters in the range of tens of microns of n-type Si optical
fibers have been demonstrated by this method.”® High
optical losses have been observed, which are attributed to
irregularities along the fiber, such as thermal-expansion-
induced microcracks at the core/cladding boundary and
the polycrystallinity of the Si core.

This area of research is expected to blossom in the
next few years with more research groups entering this
field. While the focus to date has been on the materi-
als science aspect of this class of multimaterial fibers, it
is anticipated that the maturation of this field will lead
to the development of fibers endowed with electronic
and optoelectronic functionalities having potential
applications in functional clothing and solar energy
harvesting.

In-Fiber Synthesis

The high temperatures associated with thermal
fiber drawing and the potential of using core and clad-
ding materials with very different chemical reactivity
suggests the possibility of exploiting fiber drawing in
chemical synthesis. In this context, the preform clad-

ding is viewed as a crucible in which a chemical syn-
thesis process is confined. During fiber drawing,
physical changes first take place, such as a reduction in
the core and cladding viscosity, and potentially melting
or volatization of the core. In the in-fiber synthesis
approach, these physical changes are then followed by
chemical changes where new compounds are produced
in the core, cither by reactions between preexisting
core compounds or through diffusion of elements or
compounds from the cladding into the core. This is an
example of a re-imagining of the fiber drawing process
itself, where the elongation at high temperature of
multimaterial fibers is used to achieve a new goal: con-
trolled chemical reactions along an extended length in
confined space.

The multimaterial in-fiber synthesis concept may
be traced to work by E. Snitzer and R. Tumminelli in
1989%* described in section ‘Multimaterial Preform
Fabrication’. The drawing temperature of the fiber was
higher than that of the core soft-glass 7;,, and its
higher vapor pressure in the liquid phase led to the vol-
atization of some compounds in the hot neck-down
region resulting in a different residual core composi-
tion. This pioneering work can also be viewed as the
first instance of drawing two families of materials hav-
ing incompatible thermal properties.

More recently, low-temperature materials (Seg,S;
and SngsZn;s) were codrawn and a ZnSe compound
was produced in the drawn fiber.”* A surprising feature
is that the produced compound (ZnSe here) has a
much higher melting temperature than that of the
drawing process. Ballato ez a'*® used as-purchased
crystalline Bi,O3-rich (Bi,O3 + GeO,) and Bi;,GeO,
powders (core) placed in borosilicate glass tube
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(cladding) to produce fibers where an in situ reactive
chemical synthesis takes place during the drawing pro-
cess in both amorphous and crystalline cores. This pro-
cessing route can be used potentially for core materials
that are difficult to fabricate or machine into a rod
using conventional methods. Furthermore, in an
attempt to reduce the diffusion of oxygen from the sil-
ica cladding to the Si core, silicon carbide (SiC) was
introduced into the core to provide an in situ reactive
oxygen getter during the drawing process'*” through
the reactive-molten-core method.

In-Fiber Fluid Instabilities

During thermal drawing, the viscosity of the drawn
materials is reduced. A multimaterial fiber preform is
thus a complex fluid dynamical system. In the neck-
down region where the diameter of the large preform is
reduced to that of the drawn fiber, the constricted flow
of the materials may be compared to the flow of a jet
out of a nozzle. The controllable reduction in feature
sizes within a multimaterial fiber therefore potentially
allows fluid instabilities to develop at the heterogeneous
interfaces. Although such phenomena are universal and
ubiquitous, they lay dormant during the development
of traditional silica fibers for several reasons. First, as the
core and cladding are very similar materials (usually the
same glass with different dopants), there is very little
surface energy at the interface. Second, the high viscos-
ity of silica glass helps arrest the development of fluid
instabilities. Third, the high drawing speed results in a
small dwelling time in the low-viscosity state, which is
typically much shorter than instability growth times.
Finally, the core diameter is relatively large (hence the
curvature is small), which reduces surface energy. Never-
theless, some applications that demand extremely high
axial uniformity, such as phase-matching for four-wave
mixing across a wide bandwidth, are limited by the
nanoscale fluctuations along the fiber.'*® In PBG fibers,
it has been realized that capillary waves frozen at the
free silica/air interfaces cause optical scattering that
increases optical transmission losses.'*” In multimaterial
fibers, it is expected that such instabilities will be even
more significant as high surface energy may exist at the
heterogeneous interfaces and the nanoscale features
result in high surface curvature that increases the surface
energy. We review here two such instabilities that have
been studied recently in multimaterial fibers.
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Fluid Instabilities in a Thin Film Embedded in a
Multimaterial Fiber

The wavelength of light confined in a hollow fiber
core lined with a 1D cylindrical multimaterial periodic
structure is determined by the refractive indices and the
length of the period.”® Guiding visible or UV light
therefore necessitates reducing the thicknesses of the
layers to a few tens of nanometers. An obvious question
is the following: What is the thinnest such layer that
may be produced stably via thermal drawing from a
multimaterial preform? This question was investigated
in Ref. 20 by drawing amorphous As,Se; and Se thin
films of various thicknesses embedded in polyethersulf-
one (PES) and polysulfone (PSU) polymer claddings,
respectively. It was observed that the initially intact
cylindrical thin-film breaks up along the azimuthal
direction into an array of wires that are axially continu-
ous. The film thickness at which this breakup process
occurs, which consequently determines the diameter of
the resulting wires, depends on the materials combina-
tion. For As,Se;/PES, this breakup occurred below
10-nm film thickness; while for Se/PSU it occurred at
100 nm. The fluid dynamical origin of this striking
phenomenon has been investigated from a theoretical
standpoint,'*® but firm conclusions have not yet been
reached.

Fluid Instabilities in a Cylindrical Core Embedded
in a Multimaterial Fiber

A second fluid instability occurring along the axis
of a multimaterial fiber has recently been reported
(Fig. 10).”° In this case, a drawn multimaterial fiber
consisting of a cylindrical core embedded in a cladding
(Fig. 10a—c) is thermally treated. It was observed that
heating the fiber for a sufficient period of time results
in the initially intact core breaking up into a necklace
of uniformly sized spheres along the fiber axis. This is a
manifestation of the classical Plateau—Rayleigh capillary
instability (PRI), the general tendency of fluid threads
to break up into spherical droplets. As temperature
increases, the viscosity of the fiber materials drops and
surface tension at the heterogeneous interfaces domi-
nates. Thermodynamically driven fluctuations arise at
the interfaces, and certain fluctuation wavelengths,
determined by the relative viscosity of the two materials
and their surface energy, grow without bound. These
wavelengths are observed as a sinusoidal modulation



www.ceramics.org/IJAGS

Multimaterial Fibers 363

0.5 pm

Fig. 10.  Fluid capillary instabilities in multimaterial fibers as a route to size-tunable particle fabrication. (a) A macroscopic preform is
thermally drawn into a fiber. Subsequent thermal processing of the fiber induces the PRI, which results in the breakup of the intact core
into spherical droplets that are frozen in situ upon cooling. (b) Photograph of a preform cross-section. The core is the amorphous semicon-
ducting chalcogenide glass As;Ses, and the cladding is the thermoplastic polymer PES. (c) Reflection optical micrograph of a fiber cross-sec-
tion with 20-pum-diameter core; inset shows the core (scale bar, 20 um). The fiber consists of an As;Ses glass core G, encased in a PES
polymer cladding P. (d) SEM images of particles with diameters: i. 1.4 mm, ii. 18 wm, iii. 62 nm, and iv. 20 nm. Adapted from

Ref: 26. (¢) SEM images of Si spheres created by inducing a fluidic instability in Si-corefsilica-clad fibers. 133

that develops at the core/cladding interface. The modu-
lation depth at this instability wavelength increases
until the cylindrical intact core breaks up into an array
of spherical droplets. Using the classical Tomotika
131
model of the PRI, excellent agreement has been
found between measurements and calculations.>>2°
From the above we see that multimaterial fibers
may be used to explore fluid dynamical problems at a
wide range of length scales, and in ranges of parameters
and classes of materials inaccessible to traditional
micro- and nanofluidic approaches. We anticipate that
this line of research will witness considerable growth in
26
the next few years.

In-Fiber Nanofabrication

The ability to reduce the transverse dimensions of
complex features and structures from a multimaterial

preform to a fiber suggests fiber drawing as a route to
nanofabrication. A multitude of potential structures
may be produced in this fashion, and we will describe
two here to give a flavor of this research direction.
Nanowires from a variety of materials have been
produced using the fiber drawing process at length
scales inaccessible to traditional vapor—liquid—solid pro-
cesses typically used in producing nanowires. Recent
work has demonstrated that amorphous and postdraw-
ing-crystallized nanowires may be produced down to a
few-nm diameter. Nanowires of amorphous Se and
As,Ses were produced starting from a thin film*® (see
section ‘In-Fiber Fluid Instabilities’). In Ref. 23 single-
material and core-shell nanowires were produced, and
color-control was demonstrated using a two-component
nanowire in Ref. 132. The limit of this process was
investigated,” and thermal drawing of amorphous
As,Se; nanowires with sub-5-nm diameters has been
demonstrated. The stack-and-draw process allows for
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large, well-ordered, macroscopic arrays of nanowires to
be readily assembled in a fiber that may be handled
manually.

As we saw in the previous section, capillary insta-
bilities (such as the PRI) may be controllably excited in
multimaterial fibers via thermal treatment. While such
fluid instabilities may be viewed as an obstacle to size
reduction, they may also be viewed both as an opportu-
nity to study fluid dynamics in new geometries and also
as a fabrication methodology to produce micro- and
nanostructures, such as spherical structured nanoparticles.
There is a wide range of applications of micro- and nano-
particles, ranging from drug delivery to cosmetics that
require efficient scalable pathways for producing particles
over a wide range of sizes, from a variety of materials,
and in a multitude of different structures. It has been
recently demonstrated that an in-fiber PRI, coupled
with the inherent scalability of fiber production, enables
the fabrication of uniformly sized, structured spherical
particles spanning an exceptionally wide range of sizes:
from 2 mm down to 20 nm (Fig. 10d).%° The particles
resulting from the PRI initiated by thermal treatment
of the fiber are frozen in situ upon cooling the fiber,
after which the particles are released when needed (see
Fig. 10d). By judiciously designing the preform, the
fabrication of composite, structured, spherical particles,
such as core—shell particles, bicompartmentalized
“Janus” particles, and multisectioned “beach ball” parti-
cles were produced. Moreover, the process is made scal-
able by producing fibers with a high density of cores,
which allows for an unprecedented level of paralleliza-
tion.”® Research efforts are also underway for inducing
capillary breakup of Si cores in silica-clad fibers into
periodic arrays of nanoscale Si spheres, which may be
released from the cladding (see Fig. 10e).133

Other Approaches

We have described in the previous sections various
multimaterial fibers that have been produced using the
general methodology of preform-to-fiber fabrication.
There are some interesting exceptions that we present
briefly in this section. The first is an approach devel-
oped by Konarka, Inc., which starts from a long steel
wire that is used in successive steps of dip-coating in
organic solutions.”® The result is a fiber with a multi-
layer coating along its whole length, forming an organic
photovoltaic cell with ~3% efficiency. The second

Vol. 3, No. 4, 2012

approach uses a silica fiber with hollow enclaves (either
a hollow-core fiber or a PCF) as a scaffold for vapor
deposition of traditional crystalline semiconductors, a
process typically called high-pressure microfluidic
chemical deposition (HPMCD)® that extends the
materials that may be incorporated into the fiber to sin-
gle-crystal semiconductors'®* and polycrystalline elemental
or compound semiconductors.'**'*> High-pressure flow
(2-1000 MPa) is used in silica microstructured optical
fibers (MOFs) to overcome mass-transport constraints,
resulting in uniform, dense, and conformal annular
deposition onto hollow pore walls with uniformity on
the order of 0.1 nm. Such an approach thus combines
two well-developed fabrication methodologies, chemical
vapor deposition (CVD),"*® and silica fiber drawing.
The basic idea is shown in Fig. 11a, which involves
heating small quantities of a high-pressure precursor
within the interior of a MOF that decomposes upon
heating to deposit on the walls in an amorphous state
to ensure that it bonds smoothly, followed by annealing
for crystallization. Figure 11b is an example of depos-
ited doped semiconductor layers and metals.'”” As the
annular deposited film grows thicker, the central holes
from which depositions occurs becomes smaller until it
is completely plugged and flow is extinguished. The
empty pores in the MOFs are thus treated as micro- or
nanoscale reaction chambers. A fiber-based device fabri-
cated using this approach enabled all-optical modula-

cm-—-m

(b)

Fig. 11.  Integration of semiconductor junctions in MOFs. (a)
Hlustration of HPCVD in a MOF pore. (b) A Pt/n -Si Schottky
Junction formed by sequential deposition of phosphorous doped
n*-Si, n -Si and platinum layers. 37
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tion of 1.55-um guided light via free-carrier absorption
mediated by a 532-nm pump pulse.'”® Other examples
include producing a ZnSe-core fiber,'* in-fiber Si and
Ge wires and tubes used as field effect transistors,'’
and in-fiber crystalline Si p—n homojunctions and Pt/n-
type Si heterojunctions."”” The HPCVD technique can
accommodate different capillary core dimensions and
may also be used to fill a large number of micro- and
nanoscale pores in MOFs. The main drawback of this
technology is the limited lengths of fiber devices pro-
duced compared to those resulting from fiber drawing.

Future Prospects

We hope to have presented an overview of the wide
range of exciting ideas currently investigated in the nas-
cent field of multimaterial fibers. The field has grown
dramatically over the past decade, and it is impossible to
cover all the ideas being explored in this brief review.
One such omission is recent work on producing multi-
material-fiber metamaterials."**'** Metamaterials are
synthetic photonic structures that enable exotic optical
phenomena such as cloaking.'* By drawing arrays of
metallic structures in a polymer fiber, it has been possible
to demonstrate control over the electrical and magnetic
resonances experienced by THz radiation transmitted
through the transverse fiber cross-sections. Extending this
approach to optical wavelengths will require further
reduction of the feature sizes in the multimaterial fibers
while avoiding in-fiber fluid instabilities (section ‘In-Fiber
Fluid Instabilities’). Other examples include the use of gold
in silica fibers for plasmonic studies and the use of soft
glasses inside silica fibers for mid-infrared nonlinear appli-
1467153 and sapphire-derived all-glass optical fibers

with engineered Brillouin scattering properties suitable for
154

cations

sensors and high-energy fiber laser applications.

Further research is needed to increase the density
of optical, electronic and optoelectronic devices incor-
porated in a multimaterial fiber. Producing fibers
endowed with such functionalities in a form that may
be directly woven into fabrics would be a milestone for
this field, leading to a marriage of optics, electronics,
and textiles. Using in-fiber capillary instabilities to pro-
duce three-dimensional macroscopic synthetic photonic
structures with nanoscale control over the material dis-
tribution will enable unprecedented control over the
behavior of light and sound. No doubt, further sur-
prises lie ahead. It is safe to say that the progress in
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multimaterial fibers reviewed here is pointing to a
renaissance in fiber fabrication that promises to con-
tinue for a long time to come.
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